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Study on Decorative Pattern of Lotus in Dongshou Tomb

Wang Feifeng

As far as we know, Dongshou Tomb is the earliest Koguryo mural tomb for now, and mural
have various decorative pattern of lotus. Studying on the decorative patterns has important
significance for exploring when Buddhism got in Koguryo and when lotus tile-end produced
in Koguryo. According to analysis of Chinese history records and Korean history records, we
have reasons to think that in the late period of Taiyuan (about 390—396) of Eastern Jin famous
monk Tanshi coming from Guanzhong area of Hou Qin propagated Buddhism to Koguryo. At
that time, Tanshi might set out from Guanzhong and arrive in Liaoxi by land route, afier that,
pass though Liaodong and arrive at Koguryo. The decorative pattern of lotus in Dongshou
Tomb is just a kind of decorative pattern, and doesn’t mean Buddhism had already arrived in
Koguryo. Koguryo lotus tile-end is a result of Buddhism arrived in Koguryo.



