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Abstract In 2013 Nature Communications published an article describing a cattle mandible from northwest
China that may show evidence for cattle management dating to over 10,500 years ago. When re—evaluated using
additional lines of evidence which includes the analysis of the hyperattrition on the P4 and M1 of both halves of
the cattle’s mandible the method to collect the animal remain and research, the historical background of the
origins of domestic cattle in China we argue that the mandible does not belong to an animal that was managed

by humans. On this basis combining with the new archaeological materials and research results we put forward

our zooarchaeological view about the origins of domestic cattle in China including the time and place the
transmission lines the feeding ways the causes of the origins of domestic cattle in China.
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