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ABSTRACT: This article tries to statistically study the chronological change of the percentage of polychrome ceramics
in pottery assemblages from sites in the Feng-Wei Basin and its surrounding areas during the Yangshao era. During the peri-
od of the Laoguantai Culture, 34% of ceramics from the Baijia site were polychrome. 1% of ceramics in the assemblage is
polychrome during the Early phase of Banpo period, while the percentage jumps to 10% during the Late Phase. The percent-
age of polychrome during the Miaodigou period ranges between 4 and 8% with an average of 6.7% . During the Late phase
of the Yangshao era, the tradition of polychrome ceramics gradually faded away in Guanzhong and the intercourse of the
Shaanxi, Shanxi, and Henan provinces. In contrast, the polychrome tradition continued to exist, prosper in its surrounding
neighborhoods like the Qinwangzhai, Dasikong, Majiayao, and Qujialing Cultures. Factors impacting on the percentage of
polychrome ceramics include the hierarchy of settlements, core-periphery difference between settlements, and internal differ-

entiation of their functions. This paper suggests that all these issues are worthwhile more in-depth investigation.
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