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Abstract Some square or criss—cross holes commonly seen in the ring—foot of Shang bronze vessels are
thought to be caused by clay spacers made in the clay core prior to casting. Clay spacers are some ridges in
the clay core, sometimes in the outer-mold, which can maintain the wall thickness, keep mold sections register
and help the core fixed. The evolution of clay-spacer technique is related to the development of section—mold
casting technology of bronze vessels. Study on the usage of clay spacers in different type of bronze vessels from
Erlitou period to late Shang dynasty, more details of section —mold casting technology of Shang bronzes are
discussed.

Key words Shang bronzes Clay—spacer Criss—cross hole
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