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ABSTRACT: The Lajia Site in Minhe County, Qinghai is a very important prehistoric disaster site; this

prehistoric settlement was destroyed by earthquake and flood and the tragic scenes made by the disasters at the moment

when they were occurring were preserved to the present. The archaeological researches showed that the disasters which

destroyed this settlement occurred at the time of Qijia Culture and the discovery and excavation of this site provided

new data for the in-depth exploration and systematic research on Qijia Culture. Since the beginning of the excavation,

the "“C Laboratory of the Center for Scientific Archaeology, IA, CASS has been attending the fieldwork and made

"C dating tests to the charcoal and bone samples gathered in the excavation. Based on the archaeological researches

on Lajia Site and referring to the '“C dating data accumulated in the long period, this paper discussed the date of the

occurrence of the disasters in Lajia Site and the duration of Qijia Culture in Lajia Site. The dating research shows that

the Qijia Culture lasted for over 300 years in Lajia Site and the disasters happened around 1900 BC.
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