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Binford’ s Intellectual Legacy:

A Perspective from Contemporary Chinese Archaeology
CHEN Sheng—qian; ZHAN Shi-jia

Jilin University, Changchun, Jilin, 130012

Abstract: The American archaeologist Lewis R. Binford, known as the founder of thé' New Archaeolo-

gy” (later called’ processual archaeology”), is no doubt among the most influential archaeologists of the 20th

century. The core component that went through Binford’ s entire intellectual career is his advocacy for ar-

chaeology to be more scientific and more anthropological, which has also shaped his research methodology;

For example, he adopted ethno— archaeological approach, including fieldwork and data analysis, to study

hunter—gatherer sites concerning their structures, organizations, and behavioral patterns.

Key words: Binford; intellectual history; Chinese archaeology; processual archaeology



