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Key words: Southwest Henan and northwest Hubei area; Third period of Wangwan culture settlements; Site selection; Settlement
level; Grouping pattern

Abstract: The third period of Wangwan culture settlements in southwest Henan and northwest Hubei always selected elevated place
which nearby water as their residences. Most settlements had a small proportion and low rank. They showed the obvious phenomenon
of grouping and can be divided to five settlement groups. There was so little different between settlements’ ranks in the group which

lack of complete settlement level. This phenomenon illustrated there had a simple social caste differentiation in this area.
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