P 1 I 0 e A AR 7S

fTHR R

XK@ BBRTR Kt NE BRI AR

KEYWORDS: Royal Mausoleums at Yinxu Site
Early Western Zhou Dynasty

Tunnels

Ash Pits  Small-sized Tombs  Early Robbing

ABSTRACT: To judge the earliest date of the robbing of the royal mausoleums, one should consider not

only the artifacts unearthed from the robbing tunnels but also the special natures of the robbing tunnels in the

early times. The typological analyses to the pottery li-cauldrons and gui-tureens of the Western Zhou Dynasty

unearthed in Yinxu Site showed that the potteries unearthed from the early robbing tunnels belonged to the

mid Western Zhou Dynasty, but some small-sized tombs and ash pits superimposed over the royal mausoleums

belonged to the early Western Zhou Dynasty. The destroying of the royal mausoleums in Yinxu Site consisted of

two stages, and finally finished during the second eastward expedition of Duke Zhou. The reason why the royal

mausoleums were destroyed was that the burials of the ancestors were the objects of worshipping and protecting

of the descendants, and therefore they became the first choice for the enemies to destroy to vent their anger.
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