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ABSTRACT: The inscription of the “JiJz” ding-tripod unearthed at the cemetery of the Ying State is

terse and simple but has profound connotation and elusive content; the event it recorded would mean that in

earlier time, because the only son of the “GongZy” of the principal lineage died in the young age, “Ji%5” ,a son of

a concubine of a secondary lineage, was adopted to  “Gong”  to succeed the principal lineage; now (when this ding-
tripod was being cast), “Gong” died, and Ji officiated the funeral and mouming ceremonies for him. The text of this
inscription is related to the kinship system (zongfa) and mourning dress system of the Western Zhou Dynasty; it is a

very rare document recording the obsequies of the Western Zhou Dynasty with very high historic values and important

meanings for the researches on the mourning dresses and systems of the Western Zhou Dynasty.
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