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The Origin, Formation and Evolution of "Early China' from the View of Culture
Han Jianye
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Abstract: Before the late Shang Dynasty, early Chinese culture was rooted in the Paleolithic, and
bloomed during the middle Neolithic (around 6000 B.C.E), formed in the Miaodigou era (around 4000
B.C.E), and experienced an evolutionary course from the time of ancient statesto the time of kingdoms.

Early China has several distinct characteristics, such as agriculture-oriented ideology, introverted cul-
ture, holistic thinking, and ancestral worship. The cultural structure of past Chinese cultureis multiple
but integrative, while the evolution of it is continuous but unstable.

Keywords: early China, the Miaodigou era, cultural structure, multiple integration
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