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Four Essays on the Archaeological Chronology

Zhang Chi

In the archaeological chronology system at present, the chronological methods can be roughly clas-
sified into the dating methods of absolute dates and relative dates. The author of this paper believes that
the dating methods of the absolute dates are mostly based on the single variable, which is the temporal
change; however, the dating methods of the relative dates, the graduation of which are the changes of
the cultural remains, are the periodization methods based on multiple variables, the results of which and
conclusions drawn out of which have many subjective variants. The popular relative dating methods,
such as the cultural chronology, can obtain temporal nodes with differently defined graduations such as
age, period, culture and phase (stage) of culture with artifact sequencing and stratigraphic cross—dat-
ing, and can make the chronological graduations accurate as that obtained through the radiocarbon dat-
ing method with the standard artifacts in the “time capsules” . The grasp and repeatedly confirmation
of the results of the cultural chronology in the time capsules and stratigraphic relationships are the only
way to scientize this kind of dating methods. The accurate historical timeline can only be made through
the designing of the dating plan with closely coordinated cultural chronology and radiocarbon dating.
Before the emergence of new dating methods, the carefully designed cross—dating method may be a way

to improve the preciseness of the archaeological chronology.
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