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ABSTRACT: Through the brief retrospect of the history of the “open area excavation” and the

summarization of the ideas, methods and principles of the “open area excavation” , this paper makes detailed

comparisons between the “open area excavation” and “grid excavation” in six aspects, and draws a terse

conclusion on the positive and negative experiences of the applications of these two excavation methods in the

practices of archaeological fieldwork. The conclusion points out that the “open area excavation” and “grid

excavation” do not have advantages and disadvantages over each other, and the application of which one of them

should depend on the actual situations in the archaeological excavations in order to better reveal the complicated

relationships among the features in the sites.
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