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ABSTRACT: Based on the animal remains and related archaeological phenomena, this paper explored the

role and value of domestic cattle in Shang society from the view of Shang people who used domestic cattle in a

variety of ways. Shang people took domestic cattle as important resources as soon as they grasped cattle breeding

technology, which made a positive effect and supported the rise of Shang society. The author took diachronic

observation to development, utilization and control of cattle as the resources of meat, sacrifice, animal power and

raw bone material, which can give restricted view to the Shang society.
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