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ABSTRACT: The term rhajia’ ( horse armors) mentioned in the Qin bamboo slips Shu’ stored at the Yuelu Academy re—

fers to the armor protection for cavalry’s fighting horses. In other words the bamboo slips with the term rhajia’ might have

been the earliest textual evidence about barding. Although this type of horse gear can be used for either cavalry’s horse or the

horse of chariot the author suggests the former is more likely to be the case. If it is true this textual evidence about rhajia’

will be of great significance to the study of horse armory. In addition the new discovery pushes back the earliest date of cavalry

and horse armor protection. Furthermore the author emphasizes that if this suggestion can be further confirmed the study will

improve the understanding about the military strength of the Qin cavalry and the technology of horse armory.
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