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ABSTRACT: With the help of three professors from Tehran University, this article tries to explain the inscriptions on
a gem seal unearthed from Shi Kedan’s tomb in Guyuan, Ningxia. The inscriptions represent three repeated words, which gen-
erally mean ° devoted, godly, awardable, and responsible’. This article tries to explain the lion and plant motifs on the seal
based on Zoroastrian classics and relevant archacological discoveries. The author argues that the motif might reflect the
owner’s worship to Anahita and Ashi. Furthermore, the epigraphs of Shi Kedan and related texts demonstrate that the inscrip-
tions and motifs are relevant to his religious practice, duties of horse management in the court, and even his participation in

the Xuanwu Gate Incident. For this reason, he worshipped to Ashi for the breeding and prosperity of horses that he managed.
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