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ABSTRACT: This article summarizes the records concerningbi jade in transmitted texts and relevant archaeological dis—

coveries in the Liangzhu culture and the Hongshan culture in order to shed new light on the concept and origin of this type of
jade objects. According to the recent discoveries ofbi jade cong jade and similar iconographies in color-painted ceramics
from the Yangguanzhai site in Gaoling the Anban site in Fufeng and the Quanhucun site in Huaxian the author suggests that

bi jade as ritual paraphernalia might have been developed first in the Central Plains areas during the Miaodigou period.
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