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A bstra ct The well —preserved Yuchisi site in Mengcheng, Anhui provides an excellent sample for our
research on late Dawenkou societies. Our analysis on the large amount of pottery found on house floors at the
site indicates that every core—family may have about 15 ceramic vessels for everyday usage. Vessels for making
and consuming special foods have close relationship with some special core—families. A comparison of the pottery

in the settlement and burials shows that the dou stemmed plate played an important role in mortuary practice.
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