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On the Bronzes of Shang Period Excavated from Jianghan Plain
Shi Jinsong  (Beijing 100710)

Abstract: A great deal of bronze wares have been unearthed from Jianghan Plain, among which the
bronzes of Erligang Culture were mostly excavated from Panlongcheng Site and its neighbor area, indi-
catesthe sitewas built to control the region along the Yangtze River, rather than to occupy the Jianghan
Plain. The bronzes of the Yin excavated from Jianghan Plain attest that the region was still under the in-
fluence of Shang Culture at that time; moreover, their linear distribution was also accordant with the
southward-expanding course of Eriligang Culture. Meanwhile, the cultural factors from the south of
Yangtze River also influenced the southern part of Jianghan Plain. The Shang-style bronzes unearthed
from thereaches of Xiang River were probably imported from the Central Plain, through Jianghan Plain,
while the animal-pattern bronzes were probably produced in the locality, as a representative of native
bronze culture.

Keywords: Jianghan Plain, Panlongcheng Site, Xiang River Region, bronze ware
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