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KEY WORDS: Northeast China, Pionted pottery, Hongshan culture, Xiaoheyan culture
ABSTRACT: Through a comprehensive analysis of the painted ceramics of the Neolithic Northeast China, the authors
suggest these ceramics can be divided into 12 categories according to the decorative patterns. This paper argues that the

emergence and development of these 12 categories not only reflect archaeological cultures in the local area directly, but are

also closely related to the archaeological cultures of the Northeast China. In addition, the author propose painted ceramics

had experienced four stages of development.
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