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Some Theoretical Issues about the Origin of the State Viewed from the Chinese Civilization

Course Research
Li Bogian

Abstract: After the rise of the “Ancient History Debate” movement, in order to find its own real history, the
academic circles opened the exploration of the Chinese civilization course from the archaeology. From the chiefdom, to
kingdom and then to empire, it constituted the ancient China’s whole course from the origin, formation, development to
decline of both its civilization and state. Reviewing this course, it could be seen clearly that the state is both the tool
of class struggle and the mandatory institute appeared when the class struggles were developed to the uncompromising
state, but it also had the function of social management and keeping society operation put forward with the social
complexity. The regions were different, the environments were different and the cultural traditions were different, so the
states appeared in the different regions and different cultural backgrounds were sure to have some different
characteristics, even followed the different development modes. To study the origin, formation and development of the
Chinese nation, we should place it in the specific geographical and natural environment in which China was located,
and the specific cultural pattern in which the Chinese community was located.

Keywords: chiefdom; kingdom; empire; civilization; the origin of the state
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