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ABSTRACT: At Erlitou Site, at least two bone workshop remains have been found, the no. 1 of which was used
in Phases I through IV of the Erlitou Culture and the no. 2 was used in Phase IV. These bone workshops
were centered by semi-subterranean houses, around which many ash pits and cellars related to processing or
storing raw materials were distributed, and burials and sacrificial remains were also found. The bone and
antler implements were mostly made of cattle bones or antlers of animals of deer (Cervidae) family cut and
split with sheet—shaped blades, which might have been made of bronze; the workflow of making these bone
implements roughly included steps of blanking, retouching, whetting and polishing, and some implements
were processed with tubular drilling and scooping techniques. The craft production of bone at Erlitou site has
been rather mature, but compared to that of the Erligang and Yinxu Periods, it has not been specialized
enough.

KEYWORDS: Erlitou Site; Bone workshops; Bone Industry; Erlitou Culture
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