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ABSTRACT: While occupants in Qin high-status tombs usually are in an extended position, bodies in most
commoners’ burials placed bodies in a flexed position. In the literature, scholars have already pointed out that the burial
position in Qin tombs is closely related to social hierarchy and serves as the symbol of social status. Based on the analysis of
available Qin tomb data, the author proposes that this symbolic ritual was practiced wtill the transitional period between the
Spring-and-Autumn and Warring States periods. During the Early and Middle Warring States periods, burials with extended
positioned-bodies rapidly increased alongside the disappearance of social hierarchy in Qin tombs. The author suggests that
this social change was triggered by both external and internal factors . The external factor is related to the introduction of the
practice of extended position through the mass migration into the Guanzhong basin. The internal factor is due to the Shang
Yang reform that fundamentally weakened the influences of old tradition and, eventually, provided the flexibility for ordinary

people to adopt the extended position.
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