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Abstract: This paper estimated the production capacity according to the results from the
replication experiment on the lithic products of the Taosi site and the situation of the over 20
thousands metamorphic sandstone flakes from a pit dating to the late Taosi. Firstly, this paper
calculated that the over 20 thousands flakes might have been the byproducts in the process of
producing 245 pieces of blanks. Then, the consume demand was analyzed based on the unearth
situation of the lithic products from the Taosi site. Finally, this paper compared the estimated
number of the stone tools and the number of those unearthed from more than 2000 m? in the
common residential area, and proposed that the production of the metamorphic sandstone tools
might have been far higher than the demand of Taosi itself. The part exceeding the demand might
have been transported to the surrounding sites and probably used to exchange the goods needed
but insufficiently supplied by Taosi.
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