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ABSTRACT: During 3,000~ 1,800 B.C. Northern China witnessed a radical social transformation involving population
boom, settlement differentiation, and social stratification. With the beginning of wealth accumulation and the emergency
of high-rank settlements, large palaces, ritual facilities, and public facilities, conflicts among settlements were intensified.
Defensive structures, such as moats and walls, therefore, became important parts of settlements. In addition, routinized ritual
activities and divination became a core strategy in order to congregate population. About 2,300 B.C., the unified political
structure that was centered on Shimao in Northern China appeared to completely take shape, and eventually, led to the state
formation process later. Covering more than 400 ha, the Shimao site was not only the largest settlement during the Longshan-

Erlitou period, but also, unquestionably, the geo-political center in Northern China.
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