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Abstract: Evidence of remains of smelting and casting found at Erlitou site as well as its metallurgical
technique manifested at this site has provided an important clue for study on Chinese early bronze culture.
Based on such remains found at this site over the past years, places of smelting and casting have been
traced, and their metallurgical workshops have specifically discussed in this paper. With the combination
the transformation of settlement patterns, this paper further focuses on the scale, main remains and
chronology of the workshops. According to the author, it is unclear that activities of smelting and casting
bronzes did exist in the first period of Erlitou culture. There has been evidence for the appearance of
scattered places of smelting and casting in the early second period of this culture. From the late second to
early fourth periods, activities of smelting and casting bronzes were concentrated on the main workshop of
the site. Since the late fourth period of Erlitou culture, places of smelting and casting bronzes had been
characterized of scattered situation once again. Thus, the bronze workshop for the smelting and casting, with
the size over 15,000 square meters, may have been used from the early second to late fourth periods of the
culture.
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