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Abstract: The evolution of the city planning of the capitals of ancient China is a process of inheriting
tradition, sustaining development and gradually perfecting. From the Western Han Dynasty through the Sui
and Tang Dynasties, the changes were specially clear on the layout of the capitals. Focusing on the
archaeological discoveries of the palace cities of the Wei Kingdom in the Three—Kingdoms Period through
the Northern Wei Dynasty in the Han—Wei Luoyang City Site and referring to the historic literature and
archaeological survey materials, the paper makes comparative study on the main capitals from the Han to
Tang Dynasties and explores the evolution of the palace layout from the multiple—palace design in the
Western and Eastern Han Dynasties, via the single—palace design in the middle of the north side of the
capital city of the Three—Kingdoms to the Southern Dynasties Periods and the triple enclosure wall planning
of the Northern Dynasties, and finally to the international commercial metropolis with the symmetrical
planning and grid layout in the Sui and Tang Dynasties, which laid firm foundation for the future
development to the more prosperous open—style commercial cities. The evolution of the capital layout has
clear chronology and the development has continuity and originality, which means that the designing of the
capitals not only succeeded the traditional capital system of the Han style but also had innovations to adapt
to the new social situations. In short, the source of the Sui Daxing—Tang Chang’an City, the climax of the
capitals of this period, was the Luoyang City of the Wei Kingdom of the Three— Kingdoms Period. The
researches on the capital layouts of this period and the explorations to the sources of all of the cultural
elements of them are all significantly meaningful for the researches on the history of the capitals of ancient
China and the development procedures of the ancient cultures and civilizations of the entire East Asia.

Key words: Han to Tang Dynasties; Taiji Hall; capital; layout
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