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On the Function of the Bronze “Ruler—shaped Objects” Unearthed from Fu Hao’ s Tomb:
Also on the Uses of the Bronze Jue—cups and Gu—goblets in the Shang and Zhou Dynasties

He Yuling
Ma Chunmei

From Fu Hao’ s tomb at Yinxu Site, 28 bronze “ruler—shaped objects” were unearthed. For their
functions, there have been controversies among the researchers for decades. Starting from the discussion
on the bronze “ruler—shaped objects” unearthed from Fu Hao’ s tomb, this paper conducted typological
and chronological analyses to the bronze “ruler—shaped objects” of the Shang and Zhou Dynasties and
pointed out that they were mainly concentrated in the late Shang Dynasty; the paper believes that the
bronze “ruler—shaped object” was bronze si, a specific ritual implement. Based on the original locations
of the bronze si, this paper analyzed their assembling relationship with other utensils, and pointed out
that the function of the bronze si was related to the bronze jue—cups and gu—goblets, and discussed the
assembled use of the jue and gu with si in the Shang and Zhou Dynasties in the light of the shapes and

functions of jue and gu, as well as the categories of wines at time.



