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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDY ON THE DISTRIBUTION
AND ASSEMBLAGE OF THE CROPS OF THE PRE-QIN
PERIOD AND THE HAN DYNASTY

by
Liu Xinglin

The temporal and spatial distributions of the main crops, namely the millet, broomcorn,
rice, wheat, soybean, hemp, sorghum, etc. of the pre-Qin period and the Western and
Eastern Han Dynasty, showed the following obvious rules: the first, the cultivating areas of
several main crops were constantly expanding as time went by; second, each crop had its
own central distribution zone and clear diffusion and evolution procedures; third, in the orig-
inal areas, the crops have sharply more chances to be found than in the areas where they
were introduced in; fourth, the distributions of the crops were highly matching that of the
populations. The crops unearthed together in a certain area usually formed a relatively con-
stant assemblage; according the principle of “ubiquity priority” and referring to the frequen-
cies and quantities of discovery, these crops could be arranged into an order by cultivating
statuses in the assemblage. The evolutions of the crop assemblages of Shaanxi and Henan are
the same, which were the millet, wheat, broomcorn, rice and soybean in the Three-Dynas-
ties through the Warring-States Periods to the millet, broomcorn, wheat, hemp, rice, soy-
bean and sorghum in the Han Dynasty. For Shandong in the lower reach of the Yellow Riv-
er, wheat was somewhat rare in the Xia through the Western Zhou Dynasties, but the crop
assemblage was the same as that of the middle reach of the Yellow River during the Spring-
and-Autumn and Warring-States Periods. The middle and lower reaches of the Yellow River
can be seen as a single large crop distribution area. In the upper reach of the Yellow River re-
presented by Gansu, the crop assemblage was similar to that in the middle and lower reaches
of the Yellow River but the internal pattern differed somehow as more barley appeared. In
the Huai River valley, the staple crop was constantly the rice, and no later than in the War-
ring-States Period, the crop assemblage of rice, wheat and millet was formed. In Chengdu
Plain, the staple crop was always millet, plus rice and a little broomcorn and barley, show-
ing the coexistence of dryland farming and paddy-field farming. In Yunnan, the staple crop
was rice, while millet and wheat also took a little proportion. Rice was the staple crop in

most of the areas to the south of the Yangtze River and dryland farming also had a position.
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