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ABSTRACT: This paper summarizes the current zooarchaeological researches about the origin of domestic

Bronze Age  Early Iron Age  Domestic Sheep = Zooarchaeology

sheep and early exploitation strategies, and analyzes sheep bones with zooarchaeological methods, including
identifying individual sex by pelvises excavated at Shirenzigou Site in Xinjiang, and confirmed that these sheep
were domestic ones. Referring to the previous discoveries and research results in Xinjiang, it is found that during
the Bronze Age to early Iron Age, ancient human’ s exploitation strategies to domestic sheep are: the consuming

of mutton, wool, hide and milk, the sacrificing activities with sheep and making of artifacts with sheep bones.
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