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A PRELIMINARY STUDY ON THE BRONZE SWORDS
OF THE WU-YUE SYSTEM

by

Mao Bo

This paper comprehensively gathered and trimmed the data of the bronze swords of the
Wu-Yue System available to date, and classified these bronze swords into three types, which
are Type A, the swords with a pair of flange ears on the hilt, Type B, the swords with thick
hand guard and Type C, the swords with thin hand guard. Moreover, by their evolution
rules, the swords of these three types were again divided into eight, nine and four subtypes,
respectively, and a rather complete developing and evolving sequence of the bronze swords of
the Wu-Yue System wasestablished. And then, using some scientifically unearthed bronze
swords with reliable dates as milestones, the chronological framework of this evolving se-
quence was established. The swords of Types A and B might emerge at the end of the Shang
Dynasty, and developed simultaneously. Since the late Western Zhou Dynasty, Type A de-
clined. Roughly during the early Spring-and-Autumn Period, the earliest form of Type C de-
rived from Type A, and the earliest bronze swords of Type C all somehow bore the features
of that of Type A. Around the later stage of the late Spring-and-Autumn Period, Type A
vanished. However, Type B developed bloomingly since the beginning of the Spring-and-Au-
tumn Period. Down to the late Spring-and-Autumn Period, the two mainstreams of the
bronze swords of the later stage of the Wu-Yue System — Types B and C — finally maturely
formed. The form of the bronze swords of Type B was generally thick hand guard, two curb-
ing rings on the hilt and trumpet-shaped pommel, and that of the bronze swords of Type C
was generally thin hand guard, hollow or half-hollow cylindrical hilt and ring-shaped pom-
mel. Around the mid Spring-and-Autumn Period, the swords of the Wu-Yue System began
to diffuse to the surrounding regions, and became one of the most popular forms of the
bronze swords in the Warring-States Period. At the end, this paper discussed the practicality
of the early forms of the bronze swords of the Wu-Yue System, the decors and types of the
curbing rings on the hilt and their influences on the bronze swords of Yuhuangmiao Culture

and other relevant issues.
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