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ABSTRACT: Through the systematical trimming of the cultural relics with deity figures of the Neolithic
Age to the Western and Eastern Zhou Periods and the relevant research results and with the reference of the historic

Religious Beliefs

literatures and the “Deity Figures” in the silk paintings of the Han Dynasty, this paper pointed out that these
deity figures are the main worshipping objects in the religious beliefs of the ancient people living in the Yangtze
River Valley; the ancient people hoped them to exorcise the evil beings, ward off the disasters and bless them. By
analyzing the areas in which these deity figures are discovered and the relevant historic literatures reflecting the
regional religious beliefs, this paper believes that in the Yangtze River Valley, there was a local cultural tradition
of deity-and-devil-worship during the Neolithic through the Western and Eastern Zhou Periods; this tradition not
only influenced the cultures in the Central Plains, but also became’the important supplement of the rite-and-music
culture, which was the great tradition of the Chinese Culture. The coexistence and interaction of the great and little
cultural traditions were important characteristics of the development of the Chinese history.
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