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From Fifty Years to Five Years: A Discussion on the Archaeology of Zeng State
Zhang Changping
(Wuhan, Hubei 430072)

Abstract: Zeng is a vassal state of Zhou Dynasty not recorded clearly in historical documents but
revealed by archaeology excavation. From Sujialong Site excavated fifty years ago to Yejiashan Site
discovered five years ago, scholars have experienced different hot points and tendencies of academic
research. This paper reviews important discoveries of fifty years and their significances, summarizes and
discusses the study in recent five years, from the clan of Zeng State, the social landscape of Zeng
reflected by material culture, and how to understand cultures of Zhou and Chu in the viewpoint of the
Zeng study, in order to expect the archaeological study of vassal states including Zeng in future.

Keywords: fifty years, five years, the archaeology of Zeng State

119

Tentative Explanation of Inscription on the Bronze Dagger—axe Made for Gang—ji and its
Historical Metallurgy Significance
Li Jianxi
(Xi’an 710054)

Abstract: On the base of previous interpretations, the author conducts a further study on the in-
scription on an early Western Zhou bronze dagger-axe unearthed from the cemetery of Wei  State in
Xincun, Xun County, Henan province. The inscription tells that the bronze dagger-axe was produced for
the leader Gang-ji to use it. As the earliest document recording the bronze technology in China, it tells
that ‘white’ and ‘red’ metals, which are metallic tin (may include lead) and copper, are used for the
bronze dagger-axe making. The inscription is a valuable original literature for the study on metallurgy
technology and the ancients’ cognition of metals in Bronze Age.

Keywords: the inscription on the dagger-axe made for Gang-ji, bronze inscription of Western
Zhou, history of metallurgy,bronze manufacturing
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