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A Study on QOil-painted Lacquerware Unearthed from the Han Dynasty Tomb

in Mawangdui Site

Hong Shi

(Beijing 100710)

b
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Abstract: Oil-painted technic should be adopted when drawing striations of light color on lacquer-

ware. Many of the oil-painted lacquerware, represented by those unearthed from Mawangdui Site, are

dressing appliances, furniture, and funeral wares made for high-rank nobles. Their surfaces were mainly

black, and decorated by cloud-striation of various colors, including red, green, grey, brown, white and

yellow. Some of them are the lacquerware of five colors, such as folding screen, mirror case and bam-

boo-plaited basket. The oil-painted technic may origin from the Taosi culture in Neolithic Age and de-

clined in the time of Sui and Tang dynasties.

Keywords: Changsha City of Hunan Province, the Han Dynasty Tomb in Mawangdui Site, lacquer-

ware, oil painting, Han Dynasty
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