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From Object to Symbol: The Decorations of Song Carved Stone Tomb in Sichuan Area moving
toward Secularization
Zhao Lan
(Chengdu,Sichuan646000)

Abstract: The main stream of decorations of Song Carved Stone Tomb in Sichuan area including
flowers, servants, four gods, tomb owners and mythical animals, regularity in composition. Under the
trendy movement toward secularization for funeral system, Song people used material which contents
symbolic meaning of "eternal" as the carrier to arrange images, in order to make a solid and eternal
space for the dead. Their purposes are not only worship, but also hope to receive blessings and rewards
from their ancestors.

Keywords: carved stone tombs in Sichuan Area of Song Dynasty, secularization, image

arrangement, worship, receiving blessings and rewards
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