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ON THE ORIGINS AND FORMATION OF EARLY
QIN CULTURE

by
Liang Yun

The early Qin Culture refers to the Qin Culture from the Western Zhou Dynasty to the
early Spring-and-Autumn Period. Considering its cultural composition, we will realize that it
has three main sources, namely the Shang, Zhou and Xirong (Western Barbarian) Cultures.
The elements derived from the Shang Culture include the setting of waist pits and the custom
of burying dogs in graves, the using of human victim and human sacrifice, the burial forms
of chariots and horses, the Shang-style pottery wares and the tradition of constructing huge-
scale mausoleums. These elements reflect that the Qin people initially came from the east
and had strong ties with the Shang Dynasty and were deeply influenced by the Shang Cul-
ture, and belonged to the Yin Yimin (adherents of the downfallen Shang Dynasty) in the
broader sense. The elements absorbed from the Zhou Culture include the architectural types
of the ancestral temples and palaces, the execution of the ritual vessel using system, the mu-
sical instrument suspension system, the Zhou-style pottery wares and the writing script fea-
tures. These elements show that the Qin people learned ritual and musical culture of the
Western Zhou Dynasty, which had a great realistic political significance in the early stage of
Qin’s history. The factors derived from the cultures of the Xirong ethnic group or the north-
ern steppes include the flexed burial position, the gold ornaments on human bodies and char-
iots and horses, iron wares, animal motifs on utensils, recesses on the walls of the burial
pits and the ditches around the graves, the using of the bronze cauldron and daggers. Such
elements reflect that during the development process in Longyou region, the Qin people ab-
sorbed the cultures of the nearby Xirong ethnic group, the Eurasian steppes and farther be-
yond. The first kind of elements still occupied the superior position in the Qin Culture down
to the mid Western Zhou, then the second and the third ones held preponderance from the
late Western Zhou to the early Spring-and-Autumn Period, and simultaneously, the first
were only shown in the aristocratic burial activities. Based on the remnant of the Shang Cul-
ture, the early Qin Culture came into being by widely absorbing elements of the Zhou and

Xirong Cultures.
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