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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDY ON THE BURIALS OF
THE 6TH CENTURY IN THE YE CITY AREA

by
Shen Lihua

Around the 6th century AD, the Ye City area experienced the degradation from the
metropolitan area of the late Northern Dynasties Period to the common prefecture of the Sui
and Tang Dynasties. With methods of archaeological typology, this paper makes a compre-
hensive analytical research on the data of about 160 burials in this time span and this area
with close observation to the temporal and spatial evolution rules of these burials and the
reasons of these evolutions. This paper makes typological analyses to the burial types, as-
semblages of grave goods and the types and styles of the typical grave goods, based on which
these burials are divided into three phases, namely the Eastern Wei to the early Northern Qi
Dynasties, the mid and late Northern Qi Dynasty, and the Northern Zhou and Sui Dynas-
ties. The analyses reveal that 1. The spatial changes of the distribution of the burials in the
Ye City area, bordered by 577 AD, were closely related to the rise and fall of the Ye City
and Xiangzhou Prefecture seat. The burials before 577 AD were distributed closer to the Ye
City, concentratedly on the ridges and high slopes between the Zhang River in the south and
the Fuyang River in the north, and between the Zhang River in the north and Huan River in
the south; the burial areas after 577 AD were moved southward, and concentrated on the
two banks of the Huan River to the northwest of the present-day old city of Anyang. 2. The
burial types of the late Northern Dynasties Period sharply differ from that of the Sui Dy-
nasty; the large-sized mounded tombs and mural tombs generally disappeared since the Sui
Dynasty, but the plan types of the burials of the Sui Dynasty succeeded that of the Northern
Dynasties. 3. The assemblages of the grave goods in the burials of the Eastern Wei and
Northern Qi Dynasties and the Sui Dynasty in the Ye City area had clear succession relation-
ship, but the proportions of the categories of the grave goods in the assemblages and the
types of the grave goods had obvious changes along with the time. 4. Unquestionably, the
funeral systems of the Sui and Tang Dynasties were the comprehensive integration of the fu-
neral systems of the Southern Dynasties, Eastern Wei-Northern Qi and Western Wei-North-
ern Zhou Dynasties, and that of the Eastern Wei and Northern Qi Dynasties shown in the
burials in the Ye City area was one of the mainly sources of the funeral systems of the Sui

and Tang Dynasties.
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