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ABSTRACT: The excavation of the residence of Bai Juyi (772-846) at Liidao Ward in Luoyang, the

eastern capital of the Tang Dynasty, unearthed many inscribed stone fragments, the two among which with

Sutra Pillars

characters “Dahe jiu nian (the ninth year of Dahe Era, 835 AD)” and “Kaiguo Nan Bai Juyi zao ci Foding
Zunsheng Dabei (the Dynasty-founding Baron, [whose name is] Bai Juyi, makes this Usnisa Vijaya and Maha
Karuna-+-)” were that of the same hexagonal sutra pillar, which was a Dharani pillar popular in the Tang
Dynasty. Two Buddhist scriptures were inscribed on this pillar, the first one of which was the Foding Zunsheng
Tuoluoni Jing (Usnisa Vijaya Dharani Sutra) and the second one was the Dabeixin Tuoluoni Jing (Nilakantha
Dharani Sutra), both were mantras. According to the texts, transliterations and punctuations, it could be estimated
that the originals of the stone pillar inscriptions of Bai Juyi’ s residence was the version ratified by the Western
Vinaya Cloister of the Fuxian Monastery in the eastern capital, and the master copy of this version was the
Usnisa Vijaya Dharani Sutra translated by Divakara. The Dabeixin Tuoluoni Jing (Nilakantha Dharani Sutra),
whose full title was Avalokitesvara Padma Jala Mula Tantra Nama Dharani Sutra, was translated into Chinese by
Bhagavaddharma in the Tang Dynasty. The most popular version of this dharani sutra consisted of 84 sentences,
but the Dabeixin Tuoluoni Jing found in Bai Juyi’ s residence consisted of 78 sentences, showing that it was an

earlier version.
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