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ABSTRACT: The pottery of China originated in the hilly area in the middle reach of the Yangtze River

to the north of the Nanling Mountains. These pottery wares all had round bottom, and showed primitive

characteristics in many aspects; the tool assemblage coexisting with them were the chopped core-flake stone tools

and rather developed tools made of bone, antler and shell. These characteristics were obviously different from that

of the pottery wares with flat bottom and coexisting with microblades which are found in northern China, the Far

East area of Russia and Japan, but the coexistence of the pottery wares with round bottom also showed that the

latter might have been influenced by the early pottery wares of southern China.
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