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A Study on the Evolution of Erligang Culture’ s Connotation
Hou Weidong
(Kaifeng, Henan 475001)

Abstract: In the transition period from Erlitou Culture to Erligang Culture, Zhengzhou City of
Shang Dynasty not only included wares of distinct cultures, but also had a new appearance of cultures
integration. The connotation of this period is the co-existence of multi-culture. After the transition per-
iod, typical Erligang Culture formed, while the multicultural tradition still existed. The style of typical
bronzesin early phase of Erligang Culture was still deeply influenced by Erlitou Cultuer. On the other
hand, typical Erligang bronze style only appeared in late Erligang period, following with more standar-
dized style of Baijiazhuang period according to many unearthed wares. It may indicate asingle culture
had become dominant, although some multicultural tradition was still co-existed. The evolutional ten-
dency of Erligang Culture, represented by the Zhengzhou City of Shang Dynasty, was gradually from
multiple to single, reflecting a course of moving twoard standardized and systematized.

Keywords: the Zhengzhou City of Shang Dynasty, Erligang Culture, multi-culture, single culture
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