Aquatic Plant Pattern in Ba-Shu Culture of the Warring States
Period
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Abstract: According to the analysis on the 27 articles with the symbol 2&, the current authors
believe that the symbol z& was a popular pattern in the Warring States Period especially in the
middle and late stages. In the geographical sense, the symbol =& initially appeared in the Shu region
in western Sichuan, particularly being concentrated at Chengdu and its nearby areas. In the middle
and late stages of the Warring States Period, its application had spread southwardly, northwardly
and eastwardly to the whole Ba-Shu area while it emerged less in Chengdu. At present, the
discovered articles with =& symbols merely include three types of weapons such as bronze spears,
swords and dagger-axes. The symbol composition follows the way from simple to complex and then
becomes simple again. The complication of the symbol composition represents the complication and
7777777777777777777777777777777 elaboration of the conception rather than the division of ethnic group. The symbol =& intensively
appeared in the Tongxin cemetery in the northern suburb of Xingjing County, the Chengguan
Warring States cemetery in Shifang City and Luojiaba cemetery in Xuanhan County. The symbol
z& isn't the mark of an ethnicity. The symbols =& frequently appear in the high-level tombs in Shu
people region. Though the tomb rank is higher than those in Ba region, the symbols do not indicate
the social class.
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