The Layout of Shang Capital City Site at Xiaoshuangqiao
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Abstract: During the Baijiazhuang phase in Shang dynasty, a new capital was built at Xiaoshuanggiao,
12.5 kilometres northwest of the original capital city in present-day Zhengzhou, Henan province.
The Xiaoshuanggiao site is situated on a northwest to southeast tableland. Its palaces, temples and
fortified walls of the palace zone follow the same orientation and the site points to the Shang city site in
Zhengzhou. Such orientation, which replaces the previous north-by-east orientation at the Zhengzhou
site, is a result of local terrain and location of the previous capital. The Xiaoshuanggiao site consists of
a palace zone, an inner city and an outer city. The palace zone is divided into several areas of different
functions, which is similar to the three-layer layout of Zhengzhou site. Moreover, the rammed earth
technique and distribution of buildings show strong influences of the Zhengzhou site as well. Remains
of bronze foundries with large-scale rammed earth buildings and ox sacrifices have been found within
the palace zone, reflecting the importance given to bronze casting. Compared with the Shang city site in
Zhengzhou, the Xiaoshuanggiao site demonstrates concentration, diversity and larger scale of sacrificial

activities, the popularity of human sacrifices and magnificent high altars.
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