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Comparative Study of Neolithic Jade Technologies: From
Chertovy Vorota to Northeast Asia
Deng Cong Deng Xuesi

This paper is a comparative study of early Neolithic (8000 —7000BP) nephrite jade assemblages found
at Xinglongwa site in Northeast China Chertovy Vorota site in Far East Russia and Kuwano site in Fukui
prefecture  Japan. These nephrite jade assemblages include slit rings scoop — shaped objects and arc —
shaped objects. Experimental archaeology conducted by The Chinese University of Hong Kong demonstrates
that the slits on the slit rings at Chertovy Vorota site were opened using the string sawing technique. This is
a lithic technique that uses strings sand grains and water to process jades. The same technique has been
found on slit rings found in Xinglongwa site and Kuwano site as well. We suggest from the spatio — temporal
evidence of jade assemblages and production techniques that the three sites found in China Russia and Ja—
pan may have shared elements of a jade culture approximately 7000 years ago. The authors further discuss
the origins and dispersal of Neolithic slit rings in East Asia: Firstly From the overall distribution of slit
rings in East Asia we see that the earliest signs of the formation of a primary jade culture can be seen in the
Liaodong peninsula region as early as over 8000 years ago. Between 8000 to 7000 years ago the spread of
slit rings had extended into the Hehai Plain and the Shandong area marking it the earliest slit rings’ distri—
bution circle. Secondly the early circulation of slit rings occurred with the dispersal of other jade assembla—

ges.
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