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The Development of the Metal Road in the Eastern Eurasian Steppes

Yang Jianhua
Shao Huiqiu

The northern frontier zone of China is an integral part of the Eurasian Steppes. The cultural com-
munications of this area as reflected by the metal objects can be divided into two directions: one was
the eastward zone where the northern China was interacting with the eastern Mongolian Plateau and
Transbaikal areas, and the other was the westward zone where the northern China was interacting with
the mountainous areas of the Inner Asia. The most flourishing period of the eastward zone was the later
half of the 2nd millennium BC, or the end of the Shang and the early Western Zhou Dynasties, during
which the influence of the bronzes of northern China reached the Minusinsk Basin to the westernmost;
in the zone to the north of the Great Wall, Xiongnu Culture was bred in the late Warring—States Period,
all of which demonstrated that the cultures of the northern China was one of the important propelling
forces for the development of the cultures in the Eurasian Steppes. The communication of the westward
zone started around the beginning of the 2nd millennium BC, and the Eastern Zhou Period in the mid
Ist millennium BC was the final stage of the incubating of the Silk Road, during which the northern
China was subject to the influences from western Sayan, Altay and Tianshan Mountains successively,
and the position of Xinjiang as the hub for the communication between the East and West was gradually
formed. Before the emergence of the Silk Road, the spontaneously formed Metal Road had existed for

over one thousand years.

.

%%%w%%%%%%%%%%%%%%w

2016

, 2016

[O%)
o0

P
P
v

2017 4 16 80

e D = e e e e e e e e e e e e U

P

P
é&\%\%\%\%\%\%\%\%\%\%\%\%\%\%\%\%\%\%\%\%\%

@\%\ﬂ%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%m

74



V' '-A »

TR LA XISK FE L M A (I L E 2E2009~20104F % HE &R

KU A EE AR AL B R M B g At ik A S 25 4 P I X Iz — .
20094E11 A %20104E7H , R BHT SC 75 i WF FE AT AT IZ X HEA T T % &
P, RITEACERBUENOEE, IRYI8A . ZE3E114)8, Hb, M33H IR
HAEAZEL R A A5 El, BRI e B S, R RRIZERY
R 2B RIS IR, e TR B I RE RN,
BIREFUIEB R R R 2, RGBS, MERYE 0% Pl — BT
BESHMM, FEEZREE L SX PR SE, 2R
e —HI R MR S, R RORIRIELRD TR IX Bl i e, RIFSE
WAL, RESME, ITHEE AR S AR

EW—ZBk— P E R RE S FREREHRM TR

Jel— LGSO ST v [ D 2 F AR M S — AN S B B
0 R 0 v L A A TS DR AT SR AR R AR AR, ZRIE Y SO
L AER, RITIRE b T bIX . b5 S AR RO, JEOR
T S e RSO DB X vk, A 1 IR 452 i 3 19 2= O Hlafy 2%
e, fE5BPE AN X — i — B R O RAT 1B SRR DIOR S 2k A
SMXBCE AT, JER TR I R ARSI RS R T LA
B, BEA WL RERACHAR I AT 26k, B0A Hif S AL X
W%, A2 A E R AR S DR R E T

RIEERREE B Z BRI

Hh LT DX ORI S R B . s S oA bt S AL
SEAERI Y PHATTI] . — AN RHEAETT 5 5 m R ARG b IUI R ABIX A2 1
KRIX, FHArEAL T 5N RS RN X . RIS 2
JCHR2T2C AR AR AT, v L5 75 S 2% R e il fe P 135 1 K 3%
FT e AR AR IR AL 2 T s, XAt E L
FiRNE G R R R B 2 — . WX ARG T ATTRI2T424), AT
LT 22 A ARl 012 22 20 2 B s i SR B B, PR e )5 2 Bk
HVEREZNE, PRZE AR IR, BT Sa A 2R 74 S im dE 2 B H Ik
W, 229 BRI CeAT R TR R E IR 5%,



