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Longshan—Erlitou Cultures—Changing Cultural Patterns in Prehistoric China and the

Emergence of the Globalization in the Bronze Age

Zhang Chi

The era of the Longshan—Erlitou Cultures was a crucial period in the prehistory of China and of East

Asia; China before and after this period were in two different worlds. Before this period, China was part of

the East Asia in its world system, and the center of East Asian civilization was in the middle and lower

reaches of the Yellow and Yangtze Rivers. After this period, China was part of the Eurasian in its world

system: the previous Neolithic civilizations declined in their core areas, and the crescent zone in the con-

tact area between Asia and Europe was flourishing. In the interaction zone of western Henan—southern

Shanxi, which was the only area that had not declined and preserved the complex society of the Neolithic

Age, a new paradigm of Bronze Age civilization later emerged in the Central Plains. Therefore, this paper

argues that the Chinese history of the Three—Dynasties period, i.e. the Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties

centered in the Central Plains, could not have come into being without the flourishing of the crescent zone

brought about by the Eurasian globalization as well as the decline of the core areas of the Neolithic Age.
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