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Provenance Study of the Stamped Hard Pottery and Porto—porcelain of the Shang Dynasty
Unearthed from the Yellow River
—Focusing on Zhengzhou Shang city and Yinxu
Li Haichao Geng Qinggang
(Chengdu, Sichuan 610064)

Abstract: The Shang Dynasty’s hard-stamped pottery and proto-porcelain found in the Yellow Riv-
er has caught scholars’ attention since its discovery yet no conclusion has been proposed to their origin.
The artifacts were first separated according to the pottery type then a comprehensive comparison ana-
lyzed according to the archaeological background from both South and North were executed. According
to this analysis these artifacts originated from various locations in Southern China. In the Early and Mid-
dle Shang Dynasty, the production sites of these two vessels include Panlongcheng, Wucheng, Chihu
and other sites. Some of the products were likely transferred through Panlongcheng to the Central
Plains. With the collapse of Panlongcheng during the Late Shang Period, new types of resource circula-
tion model were likely established between the Shang Dynasty and native powers in the Yangtze River.
Duimenshan-Feijiahe and Nanshan Sites became the new location for the production. During the Shang
period, the Shang people organized certain types of product to be made in specific places thus increasing
the control of these artifacts with new standards. This paper argues that these two artifact types were
part of the various resources circulated between the North and South. In this circulation route, metal re-
sources like copper were the players in trade while the stamped hard pottery and proto-porcelain were
secondary in importance.

Keywords: Yellow River, Shang Dynasty, Stamped Hard Pottery and Proto-porcelain, Cultural
Interaction between South and North, Resource Circulation
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