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THE BURYING STATUS OF THE ORACLE BONES IN
THE PIT H3 AT THE HUAYUANZHUANG LOCUS EAST

by

Liu Yiman

When double checking the excavation notes of the oracle bone pit H3 at the Hua-
yuanzhuang Locus East and reviewing the burying status of the oracle bones and tortoise
shells, the author of this paper found some noticeable phenomena. The oracle bones with
relevant contents were mostly unearthed in relatively close places, and few of them were
found farther away from each other. There were also some oracle bones with irrelevant con-
tents buried closely, but most of them were found faraway from each other. Based on these
statuses, the author makes some estimations: first, the oracle bones in H3 have been man-
aged by specially assigned people; after the divination, these oracle bones were filed by con-
tent, and finally dumped into the pit and buried. During the dumping, the order of the oracle
bones was disturbed, but many of them still kept their original distances. Second, because
the shapes of the plastrons and carapaces were different, therefore even their inscriptions had
relevant contents, they were still filed separately, so they were apart faraway from each oth-
er in the pit. Third, a diviner tended to use bones or shells of similar sizes when he was divi-
ning for the same event in the same day. The same phenomena were also seen in the H127
found in the thirteenth excavation and the H251 and H330 found in the fifteenth excavation,
which might be a usual divination practice popular in the reign of King Wu Ding. Fourth,
before burying, the managers of these oracle bones have reclassified some of the filed oracle
bones, and they were arranged by size rather than contents, bound together and dumped into
the pit. That is why so many oracle bones and shells of irrelevant contents but similar sizes
were tightly piled together in the H3. Fifth, the tortoise shells used by the diviner named
“7i” were usually larger ones (28 to 30 cm in length). This was because Zi was the leader
with glorious position of the divination agency producing the oracle bones in H3; when he
was personally conducting the divination, his subordinates intentionally chose larger shells

for him to show their respects.

— 336 —



