The Interpretation on the Image of the Sutra from Tang Tomb in
Fengxiang, Shaanxi Province
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Abstract: The silk manuscript of Dharani Sutra in Chinese language was unearthed from the Tang tomb
M17 in southern suburb of Fengxiang, Shaanxi Province, the subject of which is Maha Pratisara Dharani
prevailed in the Tang Dynasty. The paper makes an iconographic comparison and analysis on the image
in the center and edges of the manuscript, which is significant in understanding the Tantra mantras truth
of the Tang Dynasty. The image of the armoured warrior in the center wearing the tiger-head-shaped
headgear originated from the western had transformed for several times in the spreading process to
the east under the influence of Buddhism ideology of Ashta gatyah, and then it became the image of
Vaishravana in the Sutra of Fengxiang with the power to protect the nation, belief and city. The emergence
of the image was accord with the historical background of the Fengxiang cemetery. Moreover, the pattern
group of the mudra and flowers in the edges as well as the rounding composition of the Sutra in writing
constituted the complete expressive form of Tantric Mandala. In addition, the Tantric ideology in the Sutra

was possibly related to the sacrifice phenomenon in Fengxiang cemetery.
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