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A Discriminate Analysis on So—called Bronze Ornaments Excavated in the Panlongcheng Site
Jing Zhongwei (Changchun,Jilin 130012)

Abstract: The Panlongcheng site located at Huangpi district, Wuhan city, Hubei province, on the
north shore of Yangtze River, was a city with strong military hues set up and ruled directly by the early
Shang Dynasty. A variety of artifacts and remains were unearthed from the excavated sites. According
to burial condition, shape comparison and cultural backgrounds, this paper will focus on the function
and denomination of two bronze ornaments unearthed in the grave (PYWMI11) at Yangjiawan village.
We do not believe they were not simply ornamental in nature, instead we argue that they were weapon
knifes utilized for military ceremonies. The trapezoidal knifes and the head-curled knifes appeared si-
multaneously within the site assemblage, but the former were not continued to the early period of
Xizhou Dynasty. It was only briefly used by the occupants at the Panlongcheng site.

Keywords: the Panlongcheng site, Bronze knife, Bronze weapon, Shang and Zhou dynasties
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