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Abstract The present paper collects data on the crops and domestic animals introduced into China from the western Old World
in early times and tries to inquire into the role of these elements in the then subsistence system after their spread into China,
namely in the Longshan to Erlitou periods. Wheat has been frequently discovered in the middle and lower valleys of the Yellow
River, but its proportion in agriculture was very small. In the northern Hebei, Liaoning and other northern regions, as well as in
Gansu and Qinghai, there are almost no finds of wheat among the relevant discoveries. But in the zone from the Gansu Corridor to
the southeast of Xinjiang, wheat remains are often brought to light as important finds. Concerning the domestic sheep, goat and ox,
the remains discovered in the middle and lower Yellow River valley form only a small proportion in the then animal husbandry,
but in the above-mentioned northern regions, this kind of find accounts for more than a half of the relevant unearthed remains,
which is roughly the same in the Gansu Corridor and southeastern Xinjiang. The oasis agriculture in the Gansu Corridor and
southeastern Xinjiang must have closely linked with the agricultural economy of the Central Asia.
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