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struggle intensified, Chiang on one occasion considered resigning his post. Although there were no big confrontations be-
tween China and the USA after Stilwell was recalled, the distrust on both sides would resurface whenever the situation had

any changes.

Chiang Kai-shek and the Kunming Incident of 1945  ---«ovooveeneeinnnnnt Wang Chaoguang (63)

The Kunming Incident of October 1945 was the result of long-standing competition between the Guomindang central
government and Yunnan local authorities in the scramble for control of the provincial administratio, and also a product of a

collision between the vigorous characters of Chiang Kai-shek, the leader cf the Guomindang, and long Yun, the “King of
Yunnan. ” The incident ended with Long Yun’ s departure from Yurnan =and victory ior the Guomiraang central government
and Chiang Kai-shek. However, judging from the facts. ever after lcag Yur’ s dismissa! Yunnan still did not completely
follow orders from the Guomindang central governmert, and Chiang Kai-shek sull had to make concessions to reality. More-
over, the incident exerted a piofourd influcne: on the develcpment of Yunnan’ s political situation. Therefore, the outcome
of Chiang Kai-click arnd the Guomirdang central government’ s dismissal of Long Yun can not be definitely evaluated, nor

easily summed up.

Teahouses, Theaters, and Popular Education: Entertainment and Leisure Politics in Late Qing
and Republican Chengdu .................................................................. Wang Di (77)
Teahouses and theaters in the late Qing and Republican periods were public spaces providing enteitainments for the

masses. Aside from the daily life of common people in teahouses and theaters, examining these spaces also reveals that Re-

formist elites and local governments tried to reform local operas as a means of controlling the masses. They infused their pol-
itics into programs, and mixed plots which they thought were “new” and “advanced” into traditional operas in order to

“educate” ordinary people. The efforts of elites and the state to reform and control teahouses and theaters show the struggles

between popular culture and elite culture, and between the uniqueness of local culture and the standardization of state cul-

ture. Under the state’ s power and cultural hegemony, popular entertainments were inevitably changed. However, it was not
easy for state to attain its aim of controlling popular entertainments. From the late Qing reform movement to the collapse of
the Nationalist government, local culture and customs in Chengdu stubbornly held their line of defense, giving full demon-

stration of an important historical phenomenon: the co-existence of change and continuity in modern Chinese culture.
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